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About Medical Research at Doylestown Hospital…              
 
    Americans are now living longer and healthier lives than ever before
thanks to the biomedical discoveries made through collaborative medical
research efforts.  Doylestown Hospital is proud to be a part of this scientific
movement. Doylestown Hospital has been involved in research for more
than ten years beginning with the TIMI 9B Trial conducted by Dr. James
Kmetzo, Cardiologist.  The PAMI Trial (Primary Angioplasty in an Acute
Myocardial Infarction) was instrumental in establishing the Doylestown
Hospital Heart Institute which now stands as one of the finest cardiac care
centers in the region.   
    We remain dedicated to bringing safer and more effective methods of
treatment to various therapeutic areas such as cardiac and vascular
disease, renal insufficiency, and bone disease. Our participation in clinical
trials is based on sound scientific principles by adhering to the standards of
Good Clinical Practice and the regulatory guidelines of accepted
Institutional Review Boards and the Food and Drug Administration.   Our
goal is to bring proven, superior methods of treatment to our community,
elevating patient outcomes, while maintaining the highest and most ethical
standards of research. 
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“Doylestown Hospital views clinical research a
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community.”                             Scott Levy, M.D
 

Contact Information: 
 

Medical Research Office:  215-345-2119
 
John Mitchell             Director 
Debbie Wood            Lead Research Coordinator 
Noreen Withers         Research Coordinator 
Suzanne Mischianti   Research Assistant 
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What is “Informed Consent”? 
 
Informed Consent is the process of learning the key facts about a clinical trial before deciding whether or not to 
participate.  It is also a continuing process throughout the study to provide information to participants.  To help someone 
decide whether or not to participate, the doctors and nurses involved in the trial explain the details of the study.  If the 
participants’ native language is not English, translation assistance can be provided.  Then, the research team provides an 
informed consent document that includes details about the study and key contacts.  Risks and benefits are also explained 
in the informed consent document.  The participant then decides whether or not to sign the document.  
  
Informed consent is not a contract, and the participant may withdraw from the trial at any time. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
 

The following questions might be helpful for the participant to discuss with the Medical Research health care 
team.  Many of the answers to these questions are found in the Informed Consent Document. 
 

1. What is the purpose of the study? 
2. Who is going to be in the study? 
3. Why do researchers believe the experimental treatment being tested may be effective:  Has it been tested before? 
4. What kinds of tests and experimental treatments are involved? 
5. How do the possible risks, side effects, and benefits in the study compare with my current treatments? 
6. How might this trial affect my daily life? 
7. Will hospitalization be required? 
8. Who will pay for the experimental treatment? 
9. Will I be reimbursed for other expenses? 
10. What type of long-term follow up care is part of this study? 
11. How will I know that the experimental treatment is working?  Will results of the trials be provided to me? 
12. Who will be in charge of my care? 
 
__  
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The clinical re                  
search process could not be conducted if not for the participation of people like you. 

                                                                       
 
 
 
 
Institution Review Boards are established to ensure the rights and welfare of people who choose to participate in clinical 
trials both before and during their trial participation.  The primary function of an IRB is to guarantee adherence to all 
federal, state, local, and institutional regulations concerning the protection of all human subjects when testing 
investigational drugs or medical devices.  These impartial review panels assess the risks and benefits of each study trial to 
minimize and fairly disclose risk to study participants. 
 
The Doylestown Hospital IRB is free standing.  That is, it is not regulated by any other group within the hospital.  The 
Institutional Review Board of Doylestown Hospital is comprised of members from both scientific and non-scientific 
backgrounds.  Membership consists of staff physicians in various areas of expertise, risk management specialists, and 
representatives of the local Doylestown community.  Priority is placed on a membership of diversity to best serve the 
interests and safety of all study participants. 
 
Doylestown Hospital and its IRB are committed to being a foremost clinical research center where standards of care are 
elevated both now and in the future!                                                                              
 
If you are interested in being considered for membership on this committee, please contact the Risk Management 
IRB Office at 215-345-2060. 

Doylestown Hospital   
Institutional Review Board
Protecting Human Subjects in Research         




